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gome cases of abscess and as a method of tapping the chest; but is not referred 
to in the treatment of hernia or the over-diBtended bladder, nor indeed has 
the prominence been given it in any part of the book that it really deserves. 

“Transplantation of cuticle” is described at some length, and is pronounced 
“interesting in its scientific aspect, . . . full of promise in its application to 
plastic surgery. . . . and in many instances of the greatest value in facilitating 
the cicatrization of large ulcerated surfaces." 

Some reference is here and there made to the increase and decrease of tem¬ 
perature in surgical diseases and injuries, but we have seen no notice of the 
immediate local rise that takes place after ligation for aneurism, nor of the 
decided and persistent low temperature after extensive wounds, especially pen¬ 
etrating wounds of the thoracic and abdominal cavities. Bedard, a year and a 
half ago, called attention to this subject, and we have ourselves found the ther¬ 
mometer a valuable aid in forming a prognosis in a case of stab-wounds of the 
chest aud abdomen. 

The present edition of ** Erichsen" is an improvement on its predecessor, 
bat we must confess to a sense of disappointment at finding so many things 
not mentioned that we expected would be, so many left os before that we con¬ 
fidently thought would have been modified or omitted. P. S. C. 


Art. XXIV .—The Pharmacopoeia of the United States of America. Fifth 

Decennial Revision. 12mo. pp. 383. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 

1873. 

This revision appears after about the usual period subsequent to the meeting 
of the Convention, in the form of that for 1870, but with an improved appearance 
in the quality of the paper and of the typography. 

There has been, both in the materia medica and the preparations, changes of 
considerable importance, consisting in the introduction of new articles whose 
value has been confirmed by the testimony of experience, and the exclusion of 
soch as have either lost the favour in which they were formerly held, or have 
been superseded by others of more efficiency. 

To the primary list twenty-four additions have been made. Some as sources 
of remedies, others for use as remedial agents, among which may be noted 
phenyl alcohol, under the more familiar name of Acidum Carbolicum, Cannabis 
Americana and Indica, Cerii Oxalas, Chloral (its hydrate), Conii fructus, 
Iodoformum, Physostigma (Calabar bean), with two hyposulphites and four 
hypophosphitea. To Alumen a new meaning is now attached, by designating 
the ammonia alum as the salt intended, the potassa alum being now Alumiuii 
et Potossii Sulphas; this seeming to have been done in conformity with com¬ 
mercial relations, as the ammonium being cheaper than the potassium salts, 
hare nearly superseded the latter in the manufacture of this compound. 

The only substance dropped from the primary list is Oleum Bubulum, which 
has been considered in former revisions as the best material for the production 
of citrine ointment, while four have been transferred to the primary list; one, 
Gossypii Radix (the bark only, as the part to which its activity is due), under 
the name of Gossypii Radicis Cortex. 

There has also been transferred from the preparations to the primary list, 
Acidum Valerianicum and Zinci Valerianas. 

In the important consideration, that of defining strictly the nature and 
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properties and the particular parts intended to be used, mncb advance bu 
been made in the nee of terms more in consonance with tbe investigations and 
nomenclature of modem science. 

In tbe chemical nomenclature the mdst striking difference will be observed 
in rendering uniform the termination for tbe metallic radical of tbe salts in 
accordance with the nomenclature some time since so ably advocated as nec'i 

At«Md »? r , eq ° Cn !: "’“S," of the British by Prof. John 

Attfield, of London, whose “Practical Chemistry and Pharmacy" has been 

This PIo . te , xt - b0 “ k b J 8eTera l of the schools of pharmacy of this count" 
though not strictly in accord with way of the modem 
Sjf ’ 13 WeU “ do P U ‘ d t0 pharmaceutical purposes, combining simplicity 
with accuracy, and not varying from that formerly in use, exfept in the 
alkaline and earthy salts. p 

•The changes in the preparations are more extensive. New classes are added 
as additional forms for medicinal use, viz., chartm (cantharidis et sinapis) 

Glycenta five, Succi two, and Suppositoria nine in number P ' 

C n m \ Ca ' P^ amtioas noted Ammonii Bromiduu, et 

Liouor^em-'rid J1 ^”;r UtiU Cllra ?’ S ° d “ Arse,lia3 ’ Li 1 nor Arsenici Chloridi, 
Liquor Fern Chloridi (roar times the strength of the Tincture F. C.l, and ore- 

Hvdra^H Ov°r °m de ’ ” nd3r , the *PPr°priate pharmaceutical nauufof 
readnt s ° , ™ “ Vnm ' Wblle tbe rer ? “ nstabIe Preparation, and one 
Wen d c f e “P ora ” eo “ sI T if desired, Acidum Hydriodicum Dilutura, has 

b en dismissed. To the scale salts of iron one his been added, Ferri " 

C^thcrem ,' ““^““Kone Per cent, of the alkaloid, and in their prepare, 
tion the temperature of evaporation is restricted to 140°. F F 

rn^in; 6 Aqa *f W(> - A - Anise and ^ Acidi Carbolici-lare added, the latter 
“fn^ 1,111 1 °°° aDd . a balf per CCnt - of lbc Mid - A eeparate formula 
oivfn w *n. ? yr °u yl0 u ’ . a “ d ° ne ,0 P re rent its too great contractility is 
f 3 “ collodl “ m flenle, in which Canada Turpentine and Castor Oil are Jei ■ 
the same addition being also made to tbe Collodium cum Canthnride The 

nrenaratZ^T °L Dl g, talis has b <*“ made officinal, with directions for iu 
StM to V the Plasters the only addition is Emp. Aconiti, which is 
directed to be made from the extract, Extractum Aconiti, the epithet Alco- 

there o WV d r r ° PPe r C ° m 3 “ d nine othcr eitracts of “ similar kind 
The Extract T . #f “ n * e . t “ “° W rec °Snire<i. The other alteratioas ia 
the Extracts are the introduction of one from the American hemp, the former 

Kt C. Pnnficatnm now receiving the name, Indies; of another from Calabar 

tW “ d °“ e fr ° m tbe 8eed of tbe Stramonium. It is in 

the fluid extracts that the greatest amount of change will be found, by the 

Sun e f ?r ° f f °™ aIa! ' aDd " ,hUe ' wilb one ““P*™, each completed 
nuidounce of the preparation represents one troyounce of the crude drug. 

of , them has been mad e to replace Sugar, and the processes 
modified and rendered more uniform. In the fluid extract of Coninm muriatic 
acid is substituted for the acetic acid, as formerly directed. Among the addi- 
f£ran“ a H be “ 0ted D 1 ' Bellai FL ’ Co “ U fract “ 3 ' C “ beb ®, Bigitalisf Gelsemii, 

Gerenu Krameri®, Pereir®, Kubi, Scilhn, and Senegal. 

used ■ bee p, add fc e . d o t0 ‘ he Lia- Aconiti, in which Glycerine is 

used, and Lin. Plumbi Subacetatis, while the amount of water bus been in. 
creased in the Lin. Saponin. To the formalin for Liquores are five .additions, 
w b an appendix to that of the Liquor Ammonia; Acetatis, providing for its 
maTbeTf “ bedaide oftbe P* 1 ^. -bore carbonic acid 

Arsenic r “u™Jf^i"“j. tl0, \ Tw0 of ,be «>nuin preparations of 

Arsenic, L. Sodu Chloridi, and L. Sodii Arseniatis, of a strength uniform wilh 
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the eolotion which has so long retained its place in the pharmacopoeias. Liquor 
Ferri Cbloridi is a strong solution, which was formerly prepared as the basis 
of the tincture, but now made a separate formula. Liq. Potassii Permanganatis 
sod Liq. Zinci Chloridi complete the list. 

To the Oleoresins, that of Oleoresina Filicis is the only addition. 

To the Spirits, the only addition is Sp. JuniperL 

The change in the mode of preparation of Sp. Athens Nitrosi is the most 
striking point in this class; the process known as that of Prof. Redwood 
having been adopted. This is more simple than the old proc.ess, operating so 
easily in practice as to be readily used by the pharmacist, who may thus 
always have a reliable preparation which he may with confidence recommend 
as fully up to the requirements of the pharmacopoeia, and while there is more 
economy in material, the result is said to be as satisfactory as the best found 
io the market. 

In the Tinctures, the changes are more in the ingredients to which their 
colour to some extent is due. Saffron and Red Saunders. Tinctora Aconiti 
Folii has been omitted ; and although there is now only one tincture of aconite, 
the term Radicis is still, for obvious reasons, retained. The additions are T. 
Anrantii and T. Benzoini. 

To the Troches, four have been added, viz., Trochisci Acidi Tannici, T. 
Morphite et Ipecacuanha:, T. Potassii Chloratis, and T. Santonini. 

In the Ointments, that which has been known by the several names of 
simple ointment and lard ointment has now the single word Unguentum to 
express it; and, as in its formula yellow has been for pharmaceutical reasons 
substituted for white wax, is altered in appearance, and affects the colour of 
some of the others, as U. Hydrargyri Ammoniati and U. Plumbi Corbonatis, of 
which it forms the oleaginous basis. The additions are U. Acidi Carbolici, 
U. Cantharidis (Cantharidis Cerate- reduced to one-fourth its strength), U. 
Hydrargyri Iodidi Rnbri. U. Hydrargyri Oxidi Flavi (with the same strength 
as the U. H. Rubri), U. Mezerii. and U. Plumbi IodidL Ointment of Oxide of 
Zinc is directed to be mude with Ointment of Benzoin, and this latter to be 
prepared from the Tincture, the alcohol being driven off by the heat of a water- 
bath. 

Iu the preparation of Acetate of Zinc, direct solution of the Commercial 
Carbonate by Acetic Acid is substituted for the decomposition of the lead Salt 
by Metallic Zinc. 

The further additions at the end of tables of the weights and measures of the 
U. 8. Pharmacopoeia and of the metrical system, together with the relations of 
the two systems, will be found very useful and serviceable both to the pharma¬ 
cist and physician. 


Art. XXV.— A Treatise on Apoplexy, Cerebral Hemorrhage , Cerebral Embo¬ 
lism, Cerebral Gout, Cerebral Rheumatism, and Epidemic Cerebrospinal 
Meningitis. By John A. Lidkll, A.M., M.D., Ex-Prof, of Anatomy in 
the National Medical College, Washington, D. C., etc. 8vo. pp. xix^ 395. 
New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 1873. 

Wa learn from the preface of this book that the author began to prepare 
from original cases and observations an article for publication in The Ameri¬ 
can Journal of the Medical Sciences, but he soon found its length exceeded the 



